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Do you know why we call this ministry
“Empower”? It is because we strive to
empower partners around the globe to become
cultural change agents in their own locales. In
the past year, we have witnessed our
international partners doing great things —
confident, credible, and on their own.
However, we still have far to go. The earth is a
big place, crying out for the message of
redemption. We cannot empower anyone
without your prayers, interest, and support.

Summary of our ministry year
It has been a fruitful and exciting year for
Empower. Your generosity enabled us to
respond to invitations to minister in Uganda,
Rwanda, Kenya, Malawi, and Tanzania. In
addition to the opportunity to share the lifechanging truth in our New Man, New Woman,
New Life (NMNW) seminar, we offered Created
to Belong and Healing from Trauma, as well as
brand-new seminars, Women’s Health, and To
Teach is to Touch the Future, teacher-training
materials based on NMNW.
Our year began with
a new addition to
our team, as Joyce
Ouko was named
President of
Empower/Uganda.
Unfortunately, her

election was brought about by a sad event. Just
before the turn of the year, former Empower/
Uganda President Margaret Kiswiriri, passed
away.

Joyce Ouko is a women leaders
development officer for the Pastors’
Discipleship Network in Kampala.
With her husband, Julius, Joyce has
served women and children in
Uganda for many years, and has been
a friend of Empower since the very
beginning of our ministry.
In February and March, Carrie Miles and
Donell Peck, met by Frank Tweheyo, traveled
to Rwanda, Uganda and Kenya. Their ministry
began in Rwanda, where they met with
Anglican Bishop Emmanuel Ngendahayo, who
wants to bring NMNW to his diocese. His
people are still terribly traumatized by the
genocide, and have passed that trauma on to
their children.
Carrie and Linda Ikeda
are designing a
community intervention
dealing with trauma,
parenting, and
relationship issues. Dr.
Pierre Kwizeri says that
such a program is also
badly needed in Burundi.

It was with profound gratitude that we dedicated Empower’s
work in 2017 to the memory of Margaret Kiswiriri, who
passed away in December 2016.

From Rwanda, Frank, Carrie and Donell
traveled to the Kigezi Diocese, Kabale, Uganda,
where they presented NMNW for the bishop,
senior pastors and staff. These leaders are
taking the message throughout the diocese, and
have requested the advanced training.
The trip also included seminars in Kisoro and
Kampala, Uganda; and Limuru and Nairobi,
Kenya.
We found pastors and
leaders everywhere eager
to hear our Bible-based
message.

told her that he intended to
treat her as he had learned in
NMNW. She is very happy. So
is Joshua.
In June, Frank Tweheyo
attended the consecration of
the new bishop and 2012 EIM
host, Canon David Kodia, in Bondo, Kenya. We
were honored to be invited to this ceremony.
Later in the year, Frank again represented us as
our partners, Rev. Canon Seth Ndayirukiye and
Archdeacon Pontien Ribakare, were installed as
Anglican bishops in Burundi. We are delighted
to report that it is once again safe in Burundi,
and that our programs there will resume soon.

Donell found a way to
The last stop on this trip
captivate the children.
was Kenya, where people
are very receptive, and the younger generation Frank also led a seminar for the
is especially open to new ways of doing things. Maasai at the Kilgoris Project in
Kenya.
Young people do not see the world the same
Also in June, Frank taught a
way their parents and grandparents do, a
NMNW seminar in Kampala
theme that recurred in our discussions. They
which brought the truth of
struggle to reconcile their parents’ idea that
scripture up against human
women are supposed to be subordinate with
Maasai Hosts
the message of equality they have been taught traditions in a dramatic way.
in school. At the same time, they see men being
Many of the participants
ignored and left behind. A biblical
were from the Luo
understanding of how men can be lifted up, as
community, located in the
well as women, works very well with them.
“Acholi Quarter” outside
Empower needs material focused especially on
Kampala. Luo/Acholi
teens. If you are interested in working on that,
people live there, far from
please let us know.
their Northern Uganda
Newlywed Joshua Kuria, who attended the
home, because they were
March advanced training at St. Paul’s,
displaced by the Joseph
recounted his then-fiancée’s surprise when he
Kony insurgency of the 1990s to 2006. Without
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homes to return to, they remain in Kampala,
working whatever menial jobs they can find.
While they have changed locations, they
brought with them cultural practices that
treat women more like property than people.
They have assumed that the Bible supports
this cultural norm. Our seminar challenges
those assumptions.
The participants promised to do things
differently. That is the joy of these
seminars. People tell us that they are tired of
repressive cultures, but they lack an avenue
for change. Our seminar provides them with
a biblical basis for that change.

and to see how the love of Jesus is
transforming a Muslim village. Her new
guide, To Teach is to Touch the Future, uses
NMNW studies to convey educational
principles.

In July, Sue Kerrigan
and new Empower
minister Jeanette
Wheeler traveled to
Malawi, where they
taught in two locations:
Sue and friend, Malawi Nkhata Bay and Mulanje.
They led a Created to Belong Master Class and
Healing from Trauma. Sue also introduced her
new Women’s Health program. They had a
strong turnout for all of the seminars, thanks
In September, an Empower team comprised
in large part to the advocacy of Empower
of Empower minister Wayne Pelly and Frank
Malawi partner Pastor Arnold Phiri.
Tweheyo conducted the first Empower
In August, Empower minister Sally Bryant
training in Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania. They led
made her annual trip to Malawi (this is her
the NMNW seminar following the EFOGE
8th year), where she had the opportunity to
(Ekklesia Foundation for Gender
train teachers in an under-resourced school,
Equality) annual conference in which they
both were plenary speakers.
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October: From Tanzania, Wayne went to
Mzuzu, Malawi, where he and Arnold Phiri
taught the NMNW seminar. The seminar was
held at the campus of the University of
Livingstonia in Ekwendeni, a community
about a 20 minute drive north of Mzuzu.
The university students who participated are
graduate level theology students, and were
enthused about the content.
Also, in October, Frank Tweheyo conducted
an advanced NMNW training in Kampala,
Uganda.
In November, our partners at St. Paul
University in Limuru, Kenya, conducted their
first NMNW seminar independently of EIM.
The program was led by Purity Wawira and
Joshua Kuria, both of whom attended the
advanced training conducted by Frank
Tweheyo, Carrie Miles, and Donell Peck in
March.
Dr. Zablon Mutongo's center at St. Paul's is a
strategic partner with us, drawing clergy and
other professionals from many
denominations throughout Kenya to its (and
our) programs.

We are delighted to be able to offer NMNW
curriculum in yet another language: Ao-Naga.
This language is spoken by the people of
Nagaland, located in Northern India. We did
not send a team to India this year, but hope to
in 2018.

Summary
As the year draws to a close, we want to
express our deepest gratitude to you. Your
prayers and financial support make our work
possible. Your generosity is changing lives all
around the globe. You are bringing biblical
truth about relationships to those who
desperately need to hear it.
As we make plans for 2018, I’d like to ask you
to consider becoming a monthly supporter of
Empower. Monthly gifts make it easier for
you as a donor to budget, and for us as an
organization to plan ahead. If we know how
much we’ll receive each month, it makes it
easier for us to say yes to invitations to come
and to train leaders who desperately want
our training. We’re currently not able to say
yes to everyone who requests our training—
and that’s something we hope to change in
2018. But we cannot do it without you! Thank
you so very much for all you do to help us.
May God richly bless you in the coming year
as you continue to help us spread the truth of
biblical equality around the globe.
In gratitude,

Carrie Miles

Visit and subscribe to our website,
www.EmpowerInternational.org,
for news, trip reports, downloadable study guides, and more.

